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John Huss and the Hussites in Prague
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Vystava se kona pod zastitou radniho hlavniho mésta Prahy pana Jana Wolfa.
The exhibition is held under the auspices of Mr Jan Wolf, Prague City Councillor.
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praha husova a husitskd = John huss and the hussites in prague

Prazska mésta, ktera byla do roku 1400 rezidenci panovnikd Svaté fiSe fimské,
se stala mistem zrodu a ideovym i politickym centrem husitského hnuti.
Nésledné byla po vice nez 200 let stfediskem ceské (husitské, kaliSnické)
reformace. Byla také mistem pietrvani stop husovské a husitské tradice v dobé
protireformace a stala se hlavnim ohniskem obnovy a nového vzestupu této
tradice v 19. a 20. stoleti.

Jan Hus (asi 1371-1415) nalezi k osobnostem, které maji trvalé misto v ¢eskych
i evropskych déjinach. Husova smrt na kacifské hranici v Kostnici se fadi
k nejvyznamné&jsim udalostem ¢eskych dé&jin. Viyvolala v Zivot hnuti, jimz Ceské
kralovstvi vystoupilo do popredi zajmu celé Evropy - husitskou revoluci a prvni
Uspésnou evropskou reformaci, nasilné potlacenou po roce 1620. Ideovy obsah
Husova uceni, zékladni principy jeho Usili o napravu cirkve i spole¢nosti, stejné

Vaclav Kejmar: Kopie Brozikova obrazu Hus pfed koncilem kostnickym (1899).
Cirkev ceskoslovenska husitska.

Vaclav Kejmar: Copy of Brozik's painting John Huss Before the Council of Constance (1899).
Czechoslovak Hussite Church.

jako mravni rozmér jeho kazatelského pisobeni a jeho vystoupeni pied
cirkevnim koncilem v Kostnici ve jménu Bozi pravdy vzbuzuji i po Sesti stech
letech Uctu a obdiv. Opétovné navraty k Husovi a dobové podminéné
interpretace jeho ideového odkazu Ize sledovat od doby osvicenstvi a ¢eského
nérodniho obrozeni pfes epochu prni Ceskoslovenské republiky aZ po snahu
komunistického rezimu pfisvojit si husovskou i husitskou tradici.

Také dnesni doba, “postmoderni” 21. stoleti, pfindi nejen novd hodnoceni
Husova pisobeni a jeho myslenkového svéta, ale téZ nové pohledy na dal3i
osudy a déjinny vyznam jeho uceni. Hus dnesni ceskou spole¢nost jiz
nerozdéluje, nybrz spojuje. Hlasi se k nému pozitivné velka cast ceské (a téz
evropské) vefejnosti bez ohledu na nabozenské vyznani, socidlni zafazeni ¢i
politickou orientaci.

Frantisek Bilek: Mesni kalich ve tvaru pfesypacich
hodin (po 1920).

Cirkev Ceskoslovenska husitska.
Frantisek Bilek: Hourglass shaped chalice (after 1920).
Czechoslovak Hussite Church.

Stizny list ceské a moravské
Slechty kostnickému koncilu
ze dne 2. zdfi 1415

s protestem proti Husovu
odsouzeni a upéleni.
Edinburgh, University Library.
The letter of complaint written
by the Bohemian and
Moravian nobles

on September 2, 1415
protesting against Huss's
sentence and burmng

Kachel s vyobrazenim Jana Husa (polovina 16. stoleti).
Muzeum hlavniho mésta Prahy.

Tile with John Huss (mid-16th century).

The City of Prague Museum.

Being the seat of the Holy Roman Emperors since 1400, the Hussite ideology was
born in the boroughs of Prague which became its political centre. In the following
200 years, Prague was the centre of the Czech (Hussite, Utraquist) Reformation.
Furthermore, it was the place where the tradition of John Huss and the Hussites
survived during the Counter-Reformation, and in the 19th and 20th centuries was
the heart of the renovation and new growth of this tradition.

John Huss (c. 1371-1415) is a personality with a lasting importance in Czech and
European history. Huss's death at the stake in Constance is one of the most
significant events in Czech history. It energized a movement that helped the
Kingdom of Bohemia gain renown in Europe — the Hussite Revolution and the first
successful European reformation that was violently suppressed in 1620. The
content of Huss's teaching, the fundamental principles of his effort to reform the
church and society, the moral aspect of his preaching, and his appearance before
the Council of Constance in the name of God's truth produce respect and
admiration even now, six hundred years later. Repeated returns to John Huss and
the historical interpretation of his legacy can be observed from the Enlightenment
and Czech National Revival to the First Czechoslovak Republic and the efforts of
the communist regime to usurp the tradition of John Huss and the Hussites.

The present ‘postmodern’ 21st century not only brings about new evaluations of
Huss's activities and his thinking but also new perspectives on the future
development and historical importance of his teachings. Huss does not divide
today's Czech society; instead, he unites it. A great part of the Czech (and also
European) public, regardless of their religion, social class, and political orientation,
acknowledges him in a positive way.



